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NEAR NORRISVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA—APRIL U,

An air collisien near Norrisville,
Pennsylvanla, at approximately 1025,%
April 4, 1948, resulted in fatal injuries
to Arden €. Meredith, pilot, and his pas-
senger, Francis P Meyers. Both aircraft,
deronca 7AC's, were owned by the Holt Fly-
ing Service, Meadville, Pennsylvania
Aeronca NC 82122, flown by Meredith, was
demolished while Aeronca NC 826189 wes
only slightly demaged and its pilot,

Fred ¢ Byham, escaped injury.

About 0925 Pilot Byham took off from
Port Meadville and proceeded to an area
designated for air work located several
piles NNW of the alrport. At an altitude
between 2,000 and 3,500 feet, he prac-
ticed stalls, spins, and other wmaneuvers.
At epproximately 0950 Pilot Meredith and
his passenger also departed Port Mead-
ville. About 1020 both aircraft were ob-
served flying in a southerly direction at
4 point epproximately two miles north of
Norrisviile Corners or about seven miles
HNW of Port Meadville. Pilot Byham
steted that he was returning from his
practice rrea to Port Weadville flying
at about 2,000 feet altitude when sud-
denly the plmne operated by Meredith ap-
peared coming up under his right wing in
shat he described as "an attitude as if
meking a loop."

Statements of witnesses indicate that
the Weredith plane had been doilng stells,
spins, &and related maneuvers in the area
for some time prier to the accident and
imediately preceding the accident, while
et 8 slightly lower altitude, made a
sharp right turn ending in a steep pull-up
vhich terminated in the colllslon.

*
All times referred to herein are Easternm Standard
amd besed oo the 24-hour clock

- 18537

19u8

The left wing of Meredith's plane
struck the right wing of Byham's, fol-
lowing which Meredith's plane crashed
out of control. Byham, although his
plane was damaged, was able to make a
safe emergency landing in a field not fa-
from the scene Parachutes were not worn
by occupants of either aircraft.

Both aircraft were certificated and in an
airworthy condition prior to the accident.
Meredith was & certificated pilot wath
commercial, multi- and single-engineland,
and flight instructor ratings. His total
accumulated time as pilot wes approxi-
mately 1,100 hours. Byham, a certifica-
ted pilot with private and single-engine
land ratings, had accumul ated approxi-
mately 112 hours at the time of the
accident.

The weather, which was clear at the
time and place of the acclident, is not
considered a contributing factor.

Probable Cause

Upon the besls of availlable evidence
the Board finds that the probable ceuse
of this accldent was Pllot Weredith's
faillure to avold the other alrcraft while
maneuvering in its immediate vicinity.
Contributing to the accildent was the
fallure of Pilot Byham to maintain a
proper lookout.
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